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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET – 10 March 2020 
 
Recommendation from the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 
27 January 2020:- 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 2020/21  
 
The report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, Planning and Governance) 
set out (in Appendix A) the Health and Safety Service Plan for 2020/21 for Members 
to consider.  
 
Local Authorities and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) had a shared 
responsibility for ensuring public and employee health and safety protection 
throughout the UK.  Whilst the main responsibility remained with businesses and 
individuals the Council had a responsibility to deliver a service that regulated 
businesses and enforced against those that failed to protect the public.  
 
The Public Health and Protection team had successfully attained a grant from the 
HSE to deliver (in partnership with the Council) a programme for small to medium-
sized enterprises.   
 
There were no significant changes to the plan from the previous one.  Members 
asked if next time they could see clearly what changes had been made and Officers 
agreed to use track changes next time.  
 
A discussion followed by Members with several points raised:  
 
• Absences from work that were over seven days were reported and yet those that 

were under seven days were not. Members were concerned that patterns of 
absences that were just under the seven days would be missed.  Officers 
confirmed that they were proactive with businesses if they noticed such patterns.  

 
• The report mentioned that at one point, due to staff sickness, there was not a full 

complement staff. Members felt it seemed to contradict another part of the report 
that stated the team would seek the use of casual staff or contractors should the 
need arise. Officers clarified that during the period of staff sickness in question 
they did have casual staff who could make interventions and therefore reduce 
any risk and ensure the good delivery of the service. 

  
 RESOLVED: 
 

 That the Committee consider and approve the Health and Safety Service Plan 
2020/21 in Appendix A of the report and recommend to Cabinet that it is sent 
to Full Council to be adopted. 


